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Structure 

Focus 
•  What is ESPON?  
•  The ESPON Database Portal 
•  ESPON Tools 

•  ESPON Data Navigator  
•  ESPON MapFinder  
•  Online Mapping tool 
•  CityBench  
•  ESPONTrain 



The ESPON Programme 

Role in Structural Funds 2007-2013: 
•  Support EU Cohesion Policy development  ... 
•  with evidence on European territorial structures, trends, 

perspectives and policy impacts  
•  based on comparable information on regions and cities  
•  revealing territorial capital and potentials 

Budget for 2007-2013: 
•  47 mill Euro (ERDF: 34 mill. Euro; 31 countries: 13 mill. Euro)  

Programme Priorities: 
P 1: Applied Research (25 projects) 
P 2: Targeted Analyses based on stakeholder interest (23 projects) 
P 3: Scientific Platform with Tools (3+7 projects + ...) 
P 4: Capitalisation (events, media and publications) 



Themes of ESPON Applied Research  

Territorial Impact 
Assessment 

Urban Agglomerations Climate Change Rural Areas 

Growth poles Migratory Flows EU Directives Attractiveness 

Green Economy Demography Specific Types of 
Territories Regions 

Innovation Territorial cooperation Accessibility 
Continental 

flows 
 

Services of General 
Interest 

 

Cities Land use European Seas 

Economy Governance 
 

Energy 
 

Territorial  
Scenarios 



Themes in Scientific Platform and Tools (P3) 

The larger projects:   

●  ESPON Database (phase I) – Database Project 
●  ESPON 2013 Database (phase II) – M4D Project 
●  Territorial Indicators – INTERCO Project  
●  Territorial Monitoring and Reporting – TMS Project 

The ESPON Database Project (phase II):   
●  Themes: 

●  Regions, Cities, Grid data, Local Data, European 
Neighbourhood   

●  Olap Cube ... 
●  ESPON Database Portal: 

●  Metadata 
●  Data check - Outlier handling 
●  Application 



The ESPON Database Portal 

Aim: 

● To provide fundamental regional information provided by ESPON 
projects and EUROSTAT 
● To provide access to the following data categories: regional, local, 
urban, neighborhood, world, grid and historical data.  
● To make the datasets and information publicly available and free 
accessible (free of copyright). 
● To provide technical reports describing the main topics addressed 
during the implementation of the ESPON 2013 Database supporting 
the understanding of the data categories. 
 
Future: 
● Web services for accessing the ESPON metadata and data 

Link: http://database.espon.eu  



ESPON Data Navigator  





ESPON Toolbox 

OLAP 
OLAP Cubes 

CL 
Cartographic Language 

MG 
Mapping 
Guidance 

TYP 
ESPON Typologies 

DN 
DataNavigator 

OMF 
Online MapFinder 

OTP 
Online Training Platform 

HA 
ESPON HyperAtlas 

OMT 
Online Mapping Tool 

TIA 
Territorial Impact Ass. 

Tools for  
analysis 

Tools for  
policy-makers 

DB 
ESPON DataBase 

“experts” “non-experts” 



Aim and purpose of the separate tools 

 

1.  Tool development within the ESPON programme is targeted 
to the use of: 
1.  Policy makers 
2.  Practioners at all administrative levels 
3.  Potential investors 
4.  Researchers 
5.  University students 

2.  The tools should enable the use of ESPON information, 
indicators and data by non-experts in a simple way 

3.  The tools should be useful for researches and experts 
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ESPON Data Navigator  

Aim: 
●  To provide direct links to relevant territorial information at different 

regional levels from European National Statistic Institutes and 
other international institutions  

Users: 
•  Practioners at all administrative levels, researchers and 

University students 
Link: 
•  http://www.espon.eu/main/Menu_ToolsandMaps/DataNavigator/  



ESPON Data Navigator  



ESPON MapFinder 

Aim: 
•  To provide easy access to the most important maps resulting 
from ESPON projects.  

•  To provide together with the maps explanations and key 
observations for policy makers. 

Users: 
•  Policy makers and practioners at all administrative levels, 

Researchers and University students 
Link: 
•  http://www.espon.eu/main/Menu_ToolsandMaps/OnlineMapFinder/  



ESPON Online MapFinder 



Online Mapping Tool 

Aim: 
•  To provide a tool to visualize and analyse data, available in 
the ESPON Database, in maps and diagrams.  

•  To fill the gap between disseminating data in tables and 
disseminating data in fixed maps. 

Users: 
•  Policy makers, practioners at all administrative levels, 

researchers and University students 
Link: 
•  http://rimap.espon.eu/  



Online Mapping Tool 
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CityBench 

Aim: 
•  To identify �similar� cities around specific issues; 
•  To highlight both the risks and opportunities for cities; 
•  To identify the potential aspects for investment;  
•  To allow benchmarking of cities.  
Users: 
•  Policymakers and practitioners concerned with attracting 

and managing the development in cities. 
•  Public investors, incl. the EIB  and its traditional lending 

operations in sustainable urban projects. 
•  Private investors seeking to get a quick overview of 

European urban regions. 
Link: 
•  http://espon.geodan.nl/citybench/#   



CityBench 



CityBench 



ESPONTrain 

Aim: 
•  To provide a e-learning platform on territorial development 
and cohesion in Europe using the results of ESPON projects 
as basic learning material.  

Users: 
•  Policy makers and practioners at all administrative levels, 

young researchers and University students 
Link: 
•  http://espontrain.eu/  



ESPONTrain 



More Information 

 

 

Thank you for your attention 

 

Please visit 

www.espon.eu 
 


